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method some workers seem singularly averse.    In my own case I am certain
that there is no fourth element of colour practically operative.
The character of the three primary sensations in normal vision is another
and a much more difficult question. Perhaps in recent years we have rather
lost sight of the argument which weighed with Maxwell in the passage above
quoted. The better to see its significance, let us suppose that the spectrum
is accurately represented on Newton's diagram by two sides of a triangle, and
inquire into the significance of this disposition. The only explanation which
does not involve highly improbable coincidences seems to be that in each
spectrum colour only two of the three elements are involved. If the third
is involved at all, how comes it to be involved in such a way as to make the
spectrum straight ? And the fact that near the red end variation of wave-
length entails no variation of colour, makes in the same direction. That the
green corner is rounded off and that (if it be so) the sides are not t quite
straight, may diminish, but cannot destroy, the cogency of the argument,
while the less precise character of the conclusion is not without advantages.